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12018·2019 Undergraduate and Graduate Academic Catalog 

Special Education: Gifted, M.Ed. 
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T he Master of Educat ion program in Education of the Gif ted is designed for elementary, middle, and 

secondary teachers who wish to specialize in the education of academically gifted students. Louisiana 

certification to teach the academically gifted requires certificatio n in one or more a reas of regular 
educat ion. Graduates of this program wil l be granted state certificat ion to teach in programs for the 

academically g if ted at the level(s) and in the subj ect(s) for which they ho ld regu lar certif ication, as well 

as in enrichment programs o r classes at al l levels. 

Admissio n Requirements 

In addit ion to the general admission requirements of the Graduate School, admission to t he g raduate 

p rogram in Gif ted Education requ ires the following : 

1. A val id teaching certi f icate in one or more areas of general education; 

2. Evid ence of either one year of full- t ime teaching experience o r current employment in a fu ll

t ime teaching posit ion; and 

3. Three letter s of recommendation. Letters must address the candidate's potential to become a 

master teacher and to fac ilitate the learning of academ ically gi fted students. 

Required Courses 

The M.Ed, degree in Special Education: Gifted requires completion of a minimum of 33 semester 
hours. Required cou rses includ e the following : 

Foundational Courses (6 Credit Hours) 

• EDCI 507 - Wr it ing for the Responsive Professional 3 Credit(s). 

• EDCI 508 - Research Method s to Impact Stud ent Learning 3 Cred it(s). 

Core Courses ( 21 Credit Hours) 

Take care to note p rerequisit es included in ind ividual course descript ions. 

• SPED 506 - Nature and Needs of Gif ted Child ren 3 Credit(s). 

• SPED 500 - Social- Emot ional Needs of the Gif ted 3 Credit(s). 

• SPED 50 3 - Developing Creat iv ity in the Classroom 3 Cred it (s). 

• SPED 509 - Instructional Strategies for Teach ing the Gi fted 3 Credit(s). 

• SPED 51 o - Curriculum Development for the Gif ted 3 Credit(s). 

• SPED S 13 - Practicum in Gif ted Education 6 Credit(s). "' 

• IRED 5XX - Any three- cred it 500- level cour se i n education tech nology. 

N ote: 

,..Note: In except iona l cases, SPED 591 - Internship in Gifted Education may be subst ituted for 

SPED 51 3 w it h approval of the g raduate coordinator. 

Final Core Hours 

T he f inal core credit hours consist of t he fol lowing: 
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• EDCI 590 - Applied Research in Curriculum and Instruct ion I 2 Credit(s). 

• EDCI 591 - Applied Research in Curriculum and Instruct ion II 1 Credit(s). 

Comprehensiv e Examination 

In add it ion to complet ion of t he above- id entif ied cou rsework , candidates for the M.Ed . degr ee in 

Special Education: Gi fted are required to complete a comprehensive examination that includes 
written and o ral components. The comprehensive examination is used to assess students' 

knowledge, sk i lls and u nderstand ings of the f ield of g if ted education . It is expected that t he 

written exam will be taken upon complet ion of the foundation and co re courses during the second 

summer in the cohort program. The o ral exam will be completed in the final semeste r of the 
p rog ram as part of the Capstone Presentat ion in EDCI 591. 
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